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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

1.1. This management plan will confirm Highfield LNR’s value and suitability as an 
important area for conservation, focusing not only on its ecological richness but also on 
the site as a valuable resource for recreation, education, and research. The site has 
strong heritage connections, as it was previously part of the local brickworks. 
 
A highly successful and typical natural regeneration has colonised areas, and now 
provides an interesting and diverse mix of species. Botanically, the current flora 
composition echoes the site’s industrial past, and management is necessary, to ensure 
that the historical and botanical heritage is not lost.  

 
The ease of access and proximity to community links with local rights of way provides a 
much-valued natural resource. In addition Highfield LNR has the potential to forge 
stronger and more direct ecological routes between Stockport and Manchester. The 
management plan will incorporate the opportunity to develop a programme of visits and 
research opportunities, as well as working with the ‘Friends of Highfield LNR’ and the 
Bee Sanctuary Group to engage and empower the local community in making 
decisions about their surrounding natural environment. 
 
The plan provides a concise account of the site in relation to the surrounding land, a 
brief history, and an evaluation of what is there. All these factors are taken into 
consideration when making management decisions. 
 
A number of objectives form the key targets within the management plan for the 
reserve area. After taking into consideration the views and opinions of the community, 
volunteers, and the site managers a number of management objectives have been 
identified. The active involvement in setting these objectives by different site users will 
result in a sustainable working approach to the future of the reserve. 
 
 

2. LEGISLATION AND POLICY 
 

2.1. The site is a designated Local Nature Reserve. The conservation works will take into 
consideration other National Legislation, including but not limited to the following; The 
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010, The Countryside and Rights 
of Way Act 2000 (CROW Act), The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 as amended, 
Health and Safety at Work Act 1974, The Control of Substances Hazardous to Health 
2002 (COSHH), The Equality Act, The Provision and Use of Work Equipment 
Regulations 1998 (PUWER), Occupiers Liability Acts 1957 and 1984. 
 
 

3. DESCRIPTION 
 

HIGHFIELD 
3.1. Location, Site Details 

 
Region:   North West England 
 
County:   Greater Manchester 
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District    Manchester  
 
Site Name:  Highfield Country Park 
 
Site Management: Manchester City Council Parks Department 
 
Site Status: Local Nature Reserve designated by Manchester City Council 

in accordance with the National Parks and Access to the 
Countryside Act 1949 on 16th of January 2008 

 
   
O.S.Grid 
Reference:             SJ 8853 9364 
 
Area:   31ha 
 
O.S. Sheets:   
Ownership:  Manchester City Council  
 
Access:  Full Open Access. 
 

 
 

3.2. Site Description 
 

3.2.1. Present land use 
 
The land is owned by Manchester City Council. The current maintenance regime 
entails mowing path edges, litter picking, and fly-tipping removal to maintain access 
across the site. There is vehicle access from Cringle Road along the parallel path for 
site maintenance. The Fallowfield Loop, mostly owned by Sustrans, is a former railway 
line and now a well-used pedestrian and cycleway runs along the north edge of the site 
and gives access to it. The main paths through Highfield are very well used by 
members of the local community, with other paths also well used. There are two picnic 
areas with benches installed and maintained with mown grass, plus litter bins on site. 
There are few signs of antisocial behavior at Highfield although the recently surfaced 
Nelstrop Road North cycleway has provided access for motorbikes.  
 
In addition to informal recreational use, Highfield Country Park is used for Forest 
School activities. The Bee Sanctuary volunteers meet on-site regularly, and the Friends 
group is active.  

 
3.2.2. Past management – nature conservation 

Highfield County Park is a former clay pit (known locally as the “Brickie”) where the land 
was used to extract clay for the manufacture of bricks for the building industry.  
 
The brick works existed at the turn of the 20th Century and by the 1950s was being 
operated by the Jackson Brick Company. The excavations were dotted around forming 
numerous ponds & small lakes.  
 
In the 1970’s the site was used for tipping which ceased in 1981 and a land restoration 
programme culminating in tree planting was undertaken in 1983.  
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In the intervening period maintenance of the site was limited and uncoordinated as a 
result of the site being held by several City Council Departments and leased in part by 
Greater Manchester Waste Disposal Authority. 
 
In 1996 funding was secured from the Forestry Commission via Red Rose Forest for 
tree planting and tree management work.  During the next two years over 6000 trees 
were planted.  Further funding was secured following the appropriation of land from the 
City Valuer’s Department. 
 
Another programme of grant-funded activity led by BTCV and Red Rose Forest 
commenced in 2001 and over the next five years the condition of the park improved 
markedly and it was declared as a Local Nature Reserve in 2008.  
 
Routine maintenance of the site was added to the River Valley Grounds Maintenance 
contract in 2014 and is currently carried out by Greenfingers. Habitat management 
work has been very limited in recent years, however keen local people have been 
volunteering on-site and managing the habitats led by the Friends group and Bee 
Sanctuary project 
 

 
3.2.3. Past status/ Interest 

 
Many species groups such as birds, mammals, plants, and terrestrial invertebrates 
dependent on the grassland and woodland areas, have previously been under-
recorded with limited information however a vegetation survey was carried out in 2011. 
It is evident that the grasslands support a range of plants and invertebrates that are 
significant. Events and a Bioblitz will help inform the future management by highlighting 
key species 
 

3.2.4. Public access/ Use 
 

Two Public Footpaths: No’s 173 and 174 cross the site, joining the Fallowfield Loop to 
the north, with Nelstrop Road North - the recently resurfaced pedestrian and cycleway 
to the east. The public footpaths, and some other linking paths on the site, have been 
surfaced previously but are now deteriorating and can be very muddy in wet weather.  
 
There are several points of access to Highfield Country Park, including two access 
points off the Fallowfield Loop and five from Nelstrop Road North (also a cycle and 
walking pathway). Access from the west can be gained from the far ends of both 
Broom Avenue and Bowler Street. At the Bowler Street entrance, there is a wooden 
arch entrance sculpture and two parking spaces. To the south of the site, there are two 
entrances on Cringle Road: one pedestrian stepped pathway and one vehicle entrance 
for maintenance.  

 
3.2.5. Education 

 
St Andrews Primary School is adjacent to the northwestern edge of Highfield Country 
Park. Gorton Education Village, including Cedar Mount Academy and Melland High 
School, are nearby. 
 

3.2.6. Interpretation 
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The lecterns on site are used by local groups to display site maps and information. The 
Bee Sanctuary Group also uses the site boundary railings along Cringle Road to put up 
displays about their work and wildlife at Highfield. Informal notices and signs are 
regularly put up on-site by interested volunteers. 
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4. EVALUATION OF FEATURES 

 
4.1.1. SBI Citations 

 
The site is not currently designated. 
 

4.1.2. Site evaluation 
 
Past industrial use of the site including clay winning has led to a number of hollows 
where ponds and wet areas have formed. Highfield LNR is a mosaic of lowland 
grasslands and naturally regenerating native woodland. The current grassland is 
represented by plant communities suited to poorly drained soils. Whilst the woodland 
has a range of types including broad-leaved and pine plantations, along with areas of 
naturally regenerating secondary woodland. 
 

4.1.3. Topography 
 
Most of the Highfield LNR site lies at an altitude of approximately 60m above sea level. 
Highfield LNR has highly undulating topography, with the Fallowfield Brook running 
through the site, there is number of small ponds within the woodland areas. 
 

4.1.4. Climate 
 
The climate is typical of North West England, being cool and wet. Prevailing winds are 
westerly though no records of wind strength are available. The mean summer 
temperature is 200C and the mean winter temperature is 60C. The average rainfall is 
1560 mm/ year. 
 

4.1.5. Geology/ geomorphology 
 
The site is dominated by alluvial clay which is quite impermeable giving rise to damp 
soils over much of the area. The area has been modified by local urban use including 
clay winning and former landfill operations 
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4.1.6. Hydrology 
 
The Fallowfield Brook and its associated flushes and side stream are the main 
drainage, It is reported that there are a number of pipes that lead to the brook draining 
various locations on the site. The course of the Fallowfield Brook is heavily modified 
and runs within a deep channel for the latter part of is course on site. 

 
4.1.7. Habitats 

 
The site has been surveyed. The habitats have been recorded as: 
 

 Wet grassland 

 Wet woodland 
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 Acid grassland 

 Calcareous grassland 

 Mixed deciduous woodland 

 Open water 
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Highfield LNR Compartment Map 
 
 
 

 

 Compartment 1 – grassland/mixed woodland matrix 
 

The woodland contains a population of grey willow Salix cinerea and goat willow Salix 
caprea, which is characteristic of woodland of this type in this region. Other species 
include hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, rowan Sorbus acuparia, Quercus spp, and 
wych elm Ulmus glabra. Recent surveys revealed the presence of a variety of birds in 
the woodland, including willow warbler Phylloscopus trochilus, blackcap Sylvia 
atricapilla, wren Troglodytes troglodytes, blackbird Turdus merula, and blue tit 
Cyanistes caeruleus. There are small areas of Himalayan Balsam Impatiens 
glandulifera invading the woodland edge.  

 

 Compartment 2 – Woodland 
 
This woodland is wetter and of a higher density than the woodland found in 
compartment 1. The woodland has boggy areas. Birds recorded include willow warbler, 
chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita, blue tit, wren, robin Erithacus rubecula, magpie Pica 
pica, house sparrow Passer domesticus, and long-tailed tit Aegithalos caudatus.  
 

 Compartment 3 – Grassland 
The open grassland occurring on Highfield LNR is largely mesotrophic grassland 
(http://www.magnificentmeadows.org.uk/assets/pdfs/Neutral_Grasslands.pdf). 
Birdsfoot trefoil Lotus corniculatus appears within the grassland sward alongside spear 
thistle Cirsium dissectum, oxeye daisy Leuchanthemum vulgare. Grasses occurring 
include false oat grass Arrhenatherum elatius, smooth stalk meadow grass Poa 
pratensis, and Yorkshire fog Holcus lanatus. The combination of false oat grass and 
cocksfoot creates Arrhenatherum elatius grassland, typical of neglected industrial land. 
In 2021, ringlet, common blue Polyommatus icarus, and gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus 
butterflies were observed frequenting these grassland area.  
 

 Compartment 4– Woodland and Ponds 
 

This woodland is wetter and includes a number of ponds The woodland has boggy 
areas. Birds recorded include willow warbler, chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita, blue tit, 
wren, robin Erithacus rubecula, magpie Pica pica, house sparrow Passer domesticus 
and long-tailed tit Aegithalos caudatus.  

 

 Compartment 5 – Grassland 
 
The open grassland occurring on Highfield LNR is largely mesotrophic grassland 
(http://www.magnificentmeadows.org.uk/assets/pdfs/Neutral_Grasslands.pdf). Birdsfoot 
trefoil Lotus corniculatus appears within the grassland sward alongside spear thistle 
Cirsium dissectum, oxeye daisy Leuchanthemum vulgare. Grasses occurring include 
false oat grass Arrhenatherum elatius, smooth stalk meadow grass Poa pratensis, and 
Yorkshire fog Holcus lanatus. The combination of false oat grass and cocksfoot creates 
Arrhenatherum elatius grassland, typical of neglected industrial land. In 2021, ringlet, 
common blue Polyommatus icarus, and gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus butterflies were 
observed frequenting these grassland areas.  

http://www.magnificentmeadows.org.uk/assets/pdfs/Neutral_Grasslands.pdf
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Highfield LNR supports some nice field-sized areas of wet grassland containing plant 
communities typically suited to poorly drained acidic substrate. The substrate appears 
to consist of areas of clay and boiler ash, with few occurrences of bare ground. The 
rank grassland suited to this substrate covers the majority of the site, with wavy hair 
grass Deschampsia flexuosa, being dominant. The U2 (Deschampsia flexuosa 
grassland) and U16 (Lazula sylvatica – Vaccinium myrtillus tall herb community) 
communities found here, more frequently occur in the wet uplands of north-west Britain 
with no opportunities for sustained succession to scrub or woodland (Rodwell, 1998). 
Some pockets of vegetation have taken advantage of more sheltered areas that were 
created by accidental landscaping, showing species such as sheep’s sorrel Rumex 
acetosella, as well as soft rush Juncus effuses, and hairy sedge Carex hirta. 
 

 Compartment 6 – Plantation woodland 
The planted woodland southeast of the site is typical of the plantation woodland from 
the 1970s and 1980s. This woodland is unmanaged but provides opportunities for a 
range of bird species. Some areas are currently very dark with a closed canopy and 
little light reaching the woodland floor, whilst others have a rich and varied planting and 
a reasonable mix of woodland floor species. Much of the woodland situated within the 
perimeter of the site has developed from natural regeneration and has potential as 
willow tit habitat. 
 

 Compartment 7- Bee Sanctuary Project 
 
A community-led project has developed around one hectare of previously rough area 
and hardstanding as an area of flower-rich small meadows that were planted to target 
bees and other pollinators. These areas are seeded using native wildflowers with a mix 
of cornfield annuals and meadow perennials. The nature of the planting and 
management means they have a very high flower density. This area has also become 
important for community engagement and demonstrating opportunities within the urban 
conservation landscape and good volunteer engagement. 

 
4.1.8. Size 

 
The site covers approximately 31 hectares. In context to the local area, which is mainly 
urban, it sustains important and relatively unusual species biodiversity and provides the 
local community with a range of recreational opportunities. 
 

4.1.9. Diversity 
 
The area is rich botanically and has a good and varied range of habitats. The variety of 
features and their value offers an excellent opportunity to encourage a wide range of 
flora and fauna, which will enhance the local biodiversity. 
 

4.1.10. Fragility 
 
The site is in an urban area and is well maintained, the main risks to the habitats are 
succession with the important grasslands as they are moving to tall ruderal grassland 
and scrub succession There are a number of ponds which are declining in value due to 
shading and the natural successional processes. 
 

4.1.11. Rarity 
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The site has a number of scarce species including Dune and Broad-leaved 
Helleborine, and good numbers of invertebrates. The area of hay meadow has 
declined by 97% nationally and Highfield LNR provides a significant grassland area in 
the Manchester context. 
 

4.1.12. Typicalness 
 
Whilst semi-natural grasslands were widespread in Europe at the turn of the century, 
much of this habitat has diminished in the past 50 years and all types of semi-natural 
lowland grassland are now scarce within Europe. Highfield LNR is a positive example 
of the natural regeneration of post-industrial soils that are typical of this region. 
 

4.1.13. Naturalness 
 
The current habitats were formed by the restoration and colonising of a post-industrial 
landscape, after the closure of clay winning,brickworks and landfill site. It provides an 
important habitat for wildlife. The mixture of grasslands and woodlands is providing 
habitats for wildlife particularly a range of invertebrates and plant species. The site has 
a number of small and localised patches of Japanese knotweed that require control. 
 

4.1.14. Position in ecological unit 
 
Highfield LNR is in a strategic position as a keystone in the Local Nature Network of 
Manchester and the surrounding boroughs and is well-positioned both on the north-
south migration and passage route to the east of the city centre and east-west along 
the River Mersey corridor to the south of the Manchester Conurbation. The LNR is 
surrounded by small patches of similar habitat allowing for good species movement. 
 

4.1.15. Potential value 
 
The area provides significant opportunities for biodiversity improvements. Further 
management prescriptions will add to the site’s value and will benefit the overall 
restoration of the acid grasslands. There are opportunities to work with the site users 
and wider local community, Manchester City Council, and other stakeholders to 
manage the site and surrounding areas more effectively for biodiversity. Highlighting 
habitats and species will raise awareness of wildlife and biodiversity issues amongst 
the local community and educators. 
 

5. VISION 

 
5.1. Annual hay cuts on the grasslands mimicking traditional hay meadow cuts will improve 

the grassland, allowing it to develop as species-rich flower meadows. This will continue 
and biodiversity will be monitored by way of seasonal vegetation surveys. Scrub and 
woodland management have improved habitat quality for willow tit and maintained the 
population, this woodland management will continue to halt the succession of 
woodland species. 
 
Surface water flows through suitable water channels into both the canal and existing 
ponds/wetland areas on the site. Interpretation will be installed, informing visitors of the 
significance of the site’s industrial heritage. It will be used as part of school field trips 
for pupils to learn about their local natural and industrial heritage. 
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6. RESERVE MANAGEMENT 
 
Strategic Objective: 
To manage the Highfield LNR site, primarily for the benefit of heritage conservation, 
the local community and the wider public. 
 

6.1. Factors Affecting Conservation Management: 
 

 

 
Legal constraints 
 

 
 

 
 A public right of way runs along the northern-most 
part of Highfield LNR. There are two public footpaths 
running through the site. The access on these will be 
maintained in accordance with the rights of way 
legislation, and Occupiers Liability Acts 1957 and 
1984. 
 
It is likely that there are some historical agricultural 
leases/grazing licenses in the area around the former 
Highfield House. 
 

 
Obligations 

 

 
Current agreements. The site is owned by 
Manchester Council. 

 
Public Access 

 
 

 
The site has open access for informal recreation such 
as walking and wildlife observation. The proximity to 
the communities of  Levenshulme is reflected in the 
management of the site. 
 

 
Natural Features 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The woodlands, ponds, and grasslands are important 
in conservation terms, opportunities to improve the 
hydrology by reconnecting the Fallowfield Brook to its 
flood plain exist. Japanese knotweed needs 
controlling by the site owners. 
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6.2. Factors Affecting Access Management 
 

Legal Constraints The site was designated as an LNR in 2008 and therefore 
management must be in line with the citations for these 
designations. There are a number of footpaths running 
through the site. Access to these will be maintained in 
accordance with ‘Rights of Way’ legislation, including The 
Equality Act 2010 and Occupiers Liability Act 1957 and 1984.  

Obligations The site is owned by Manchester City Council. 

Public Access The site has open access for informal recreation such as 
walking and wildlife observation. It is situated in Levenshulme 
Ward in southeast Manchester, and borders onto Houldsworth 
Golf Course in Reddish, Stockport. and is accessible by 
footpaths, cycling links, public transport, and the road. 
Footpaths are degraded and are in need of repair.  

Ownership The site is owned and managed by Manchester City Council. 
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Compartment 1 
 

 
 
Description 
 
As mosaic of plantation woodland, which contains both conifers along with broad-leaved 
species and tall ruderal grassland with colonising shrubs. The area is less botanically rich 
although it supports a range of invertebrates including butterflies and pollinators, including 
bees. The shrubs, mainly hawthorn, are gradually colonising the grassland. This 
compartment provides opportunities for wetland enhancement, and the enriching of the 
plantations, by underplanting with shrubs and woodland herbaceous species.  
 
Importance 
 
The plantation woodland was planted in distinct blocks of coniferous and board-leaved 
woodland and has developed into some quite characterful areas as the woodlands are 
becoming mature and are integral to the connectivity of habitats to the south and east of 
Manchester. The range of plant and invertebrate species makes the site of interest.  
 
Current Issues 
 
The woodlands are typical of the planting of the 1970/80s where there is a low diversity of 
woodland floor species, these could include ferns, bluebells, Wood anemones, and wood 
avens for example. As in all compartments, Japanese knotweed can be found in small 
pathches and should be controlled to prevent its further spread. 
 
The grassland is being invaded by coarse grass species that are competing with interesting 
grassland supporting the wildflowers and invertebrates, this and the increasing scrub cover 
are, over time going to cause a loss of the valuable flower-rich grassland. The area is 
crossed by a number of paths and is well used by the public. 
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Habitat Management 
 
1. Plantation Woodland 
Investigate areas where underplanting can occur, remove over 10 years the non-native 
components of the woodlands to allow new planting of tree and shrub species, to add to the 
age and species diversity of the woodlands. 
 
Plant native wildflower species such as bluebell, wood anemone, ferns, and wood avens to 
enhance the species diversity of the site. 
 
Maintain a check on the health of the trees reporting dying or dangerous trees to Manchester 
Council. 
 
2. Grassland 
Investigate wetland enhancement opportunities along the Fallowfield Brook, this will include 
slow the flow/Natural Corse Projects that re-meander the brook and allow it to reconnect to 
the original flood plain. 
 
Look at opportunities, potentially with ‘Direct Licencing’ to manage existing ponds and create 
new ponds to enhance the wetland opportunities for amphibians and in particular Great 
Crested Newt. 
 
4. Picnic area 
The current management of the ‘lawn grass’ will continue to allow the use of the picnic 
benches.  
 
Access Management 
 
The main paths will continue to be maintained as currently organised on MCC contract. They 
will be maintained by regular path edge cutting to encourage the use of these for recreation 
and the enjoyment of the site and to help prevent a network of desire lines from developing. 
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Compartment 2 
 

 
 
Description 
 
A mosaic of plantation woodland, maturing natural regeneration forming a rich woodland 
area. The area is botanically rich although it supports a range of invertebrates including 
butterflies and pollinators, including bees. The shrubs mainly hazel and hawthorn are 
producing a thick secondary undergrowth that is gradually colonising the grassland. This 
compartment provides opportunities for woodland enhancement, and the enriching of the 
plantations, by coppicing, underplanting with shrubs and woodland herbaceous species.  
 
Importance 
 
The woodland is naturalising well and broad-leaved woodland has developed into some 
quite characterful areas as the woodlands are becoming mature. This is integral to the 
connectivity of habitats to the south and east of Manchester. The range of plant and 
invertebrate species makes the site of interest.  
 
Current Issues 
 
The woodlands are typical of the planting of the 1970/80s where there is a low diversity of 
woodland floor species, these could include ferns, bluebells, Wood anemone, and wood 
avens for example. 
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There are opportunities for coppicing to add diversity to the woodland and provide products 
such as stakes for the management of the reserve. As in all compartments’ the may be 
Japanese knotweed in spall patches this needs control to prevent further spread. 
 
 
 
 
Habitat Management 
 
1. Woodland 
Investigate areas where underplanting can occur, remove over 10 years the non-native 
component of the woodlands to allow new planting of tree and shrub species, to add to the 
age and species diversity of the woodlands. 
 
Plant native wildflower species such as bluebell, wood anemone, ferns and wood avens to 
enhance the species diversity of the site. 
 
Maintain a check on the health of the trees reporting dying or dangerous trees to Manchester 
Council. 
 
2. Coppice 
Cants will be selected to provide habitat continuity for species so that seed and invertebrates 
can move around the coppice system sequentially. A map and coppicing plan will be 
designed in year one of this plan. The aim of the coppicing is to develop a more diverse 
habitat structure coppicing of small cants (patches) of coppice 20 metres by 20 metres to be 
cut on a 15-year cycle allowing the ground flora to develop. The poles can be used on-site to 
secure the dead hedging around the grasslands of compartment 5. 
 
4. Picnic area 
The current management of the ‘lawn grass’ will continue to allow the use of the picnic 
benches.  
 
Access Management 
 
The main paths will continue to be maintained as currently organised on MCC contract. They 
will be maintained by regular path edge cutting to encourage the use of these for recreation 
and the enjoyment of the site and to help prevent a network of desire lines from developing. 
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Compartment 3 
 

 
 
Description 
 
Compartment 3 is similar to compartment 5 in that it is a mosaic of grassland and shrubs, 
however, the grassland is less botanically rich and its location to the northeast of 
compartment 5 means that it helps to support a buffer for the population of invertebrates 
including butterflies and pollinators such as bees. The shrubs, mainly hawthorn, are 
gradually colonising the grassland, however, the current matrix of meadow rooms and 
shrubs is creating a habitat for scrub nesting birds, a food resource for wintering birds, and 
acting as shelter for the invertebrates. 
 
Importance 
 
The grassland resource is one of the most significant in Manchester City Council area and is 
integral to the connectivity of habitats to the south and east of Manchester. The range of 
plant and invertebrate species makes the site of interest. However, it has deteriorated further 
than compartment 5 and the tall ruderal grasses now dominate. 
 
Current Issues 
 
The grassland has been invaded by coarse grass species that are competing with interesting 
grassland supporting the wildflowers and invertebrates, this and the increasing scrub cover 
are, over time going to cause a loss of the valuable flower-rich grassland. The resources to 
manage the Local Nature Reserve may mean that this area continues to develop the ruderal 
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grass and scrub mix. As in all compartments, Japanese knotweed can be found in small 
pathches and should be controlled to prevent its further spread. 
 
However, if resourcing is available then the move to coarser vegetation could be reversed, 
as described below. 
 
Habitat Management 
 
1. Scrub 
If resourcing allows, reduce and maintain the scrub cover to between 10-15% by felling and 
treating the stumps to prevent regrowth. The brash can be used to form dead hedges around 
the outside of the grassland area, adjacent to the surrounding woodland 
 
2. Grassland 
If resourcing allows, the meadow rooms should be cut annually in August/September, this 
hay-style cut will maintain and encourage the finer grasses and wildflowers and prevent the 
coarser species from becoming dominant, the use of hand tools will be encouraged due to 
the size of the meadow rooms. The grass having been left for 2-4 days will be collected and 
removed from the grassland area and placed on the woodland edge in tidy compact piles as 
habitat piles for invertebrates such as beetles. 
 
Access Management 
 
The main paths will continue to be maintained as currently organised on MCC contract. They 
will be maintained by regular path edge  cutting to encourage the use of these for recreation 
and the enjoyment of the site and to help prevent a network of desire lines from developing. 
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Compartment 4 
 

 
 
Description 
 
Dominated by a woodland mixture of land restoration plantation and natural regeneration, 
the woodland is developing naturally with  a rich shrub layer and a developing herb layer, 
characteristic of these restoration woodlands the habitat is quite species-rich and this 
supports a range of invertebrates. The shrubs within the woodland, mainly hawthorn and 
hazel, are gradually developing into a diverse mature habitat creating a habitat for nesting 
birds, a food resource for wintering birds, and acting as shelter for the invertebrates. 
 
Importance 
 
The woodland resource is significant within Manchester and is one of the largest in the 
Manchester Borough and is integral to the connectivity of habitats to the south and east of 
Manchester. The range of plant and invertebrate species makes the site of interest both 
dune and broad-leaved helleborines are found within the shady glades.  
 
Current Issues 
 
The woodland is developing well however is of an even age structure. The presence of hazel 
allows coppicing to occur in small cants (patches) to diversify the habitat structure. Over time 
the character of this compartment will mature and woodland species will colonise further. 
The area is crossed by a number of paths and is well used by the public and includes an 
intensively managed picnic area. 
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Habitat Management 
 
1. Woodland 
This is the largest block of woodlands on the Highfield LNR and is quite variable in species 
mix and woodland quality. The bulk of the woodland will be allowed to continue to mature 
over. This non-intervention management will allow the woodlands to develop a range of 
dead wood for invertebrates and allow botanically rich habitats to develop including leaving 
standing deadwood where possible ie in places inaccessible to the public and volunteers. 
Areas will be thinned with the aim of developing a more diverse habitat structure, thinning of 
small patches of trees 20 metres by 20 metres will allow the ground flora to develop. The 
removal of non-natives such as white poplar will allow native understory species such as 
hazel to be planted. 
 
3. Glades and rides 
The compartment has a number of open areas, glades, and connected grass-edged paths, 
rides. These will be maintained by annual late summer/autumnal cut, to maintain the 
grassland structure and prevent excessive encroachment of brambles and other woody 
growth. 
 
4. Ponds and wetlands 
There are two reasonably sized ponds on site both in this compartment, they are believed to 
be linked by a watercourse, however, this is not visible for much of the length and may run in 
a pipe. 
 
Pond 1. This pond is shaded by tall crack willows and other trees, it is in decline and 
enriched by falling leaves and the surface is covered in duckweed. The cost of restoration 
could be high and thus finding a location for a replacement new pond in a more open 
position may be more cost-effective and in line with the Charity, Pond Life’s, 
recommendation for this situation. 
 
Maintenance of the pond will involve some crown lifting and a tidy-up of litter and tipped 
metalwork. The felling of two of the less healthy maples may help bring some light to the 
pond and help prevent dogs from entering the water allowing some recovery of the water 
quality. 
 
Pond 2. This pond, known as Bluebell Pond, is very well used by the public, however, its 
popularity has led to water quality issues. Dogs are entering the water and the constant 
disturbance of the banks is causing the eutrophication of the water. The trees are shading 
the water and their dropped leaves are again releasing fertility adding to the water quality 
issues. The disturbance of the waterbody by people entering the pond is causing the pond to 
fail to deliver its potential value. 
 
Reinstating vegetated banks using seeded coir rolls and fencing long with dead hedging with 
felled material to prevent access other than to a designated viewing/pond dipping platform 
will resolve these issues, along with maintenance of the pond once a year in October to 
allow the biological systems to recover. 
 
5. Wet Grassland 
The wet meadow should be cut annually in August/September, this hay-style cut will 
maintain and encourage the finer grasses and wildflowers and prevent the coarser species 
from becoming dominant and the use of tractor mounted will be required due to the size of 
the wet meadow. The grass having been left for 2-4 days will be collected and removed from 
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the grassland area and placed on the woodland edge in tidy compact piles as habitat piles 
for invertebrates such as beetles. 
 
Access Management 
 
The main paths will continue to be maintained as currently organised on MCC contract. They 
will be maintained by regular path edge  cutting to encourage the use of these for recreation 
and the enjoyment of the site and to help prevent a network of desire lines from developing. 
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Compartment 5 
 

 
 
Description 
 
As a mosaic of grassland and shrubs, the grassland is botanically rich and this supports a 
range of invertebrates including butterflies and pollinators including bees. The shrubs mainly 
hawthorn are gradually colonising the grassland, however, the current matrix of meadow 
rooms and shrubs is creating a habitat for scrub nesting birds, a food resource for wintering 
birds, and acting as shelter for the invertebrates. 
 
Importance 
 
The grassland resource is one of the most significant within Manchester and is integral to the 
connectivity of habitats to the south and east of Manchester. The range of plant and 
invertebrate species makes the site of interest.  
 
Current Issues 
 
The grassland is being invaded by coarse grass species that are competing with interesting 
grassland supporting the wildflowers and invertebrates, this and the increasing scrub cover 
are, over time going to cause a loss of the valuable flower-rich grassland. The area is 
crossed by a number of paths and is well used by the public. As in all compartments, 
Japanese knotweed can be found in small pathches and should be controlled to prevent its 
further spread. 
 
 
Habitat Management 
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1. Scrub 
Reduce and maintain the scrub cover to between 10-15% by felling and treating the stumps 
to prevent regrowth. The brash can be used to form dead hedges around the outside of the 
grassland area, adjacent to the surrounding woodland. 
 
2. Grassland 
The meadow rooms should be cut annually in August/September, this hay-style cut will 
maintain and encourage the finer grasses and wildflowers and prevent the coarser species 
from becoming dominant, the use of hand tools will be encouraged due to the size of the 
meadow rooms. The grass having been left for 2-4 days will be collected and removed from 
the grassland area and placed on the woodland edge in tidy compact piles as habitat piles 
for invertebrates such as beetles. 
 
Access Management 
 
The main paths will continue to be maintained as currently organised on MCC contract. They 
will be maintained by regular path edge  cutting to encourage the use of these for recreation 
and the enjoyment of the site and to help prevent a network of desire lines from developing. 
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Compartment 6 
 

 
 

Description 
 
Dominated by a woodland mixture of land restoration plantation and natural regeneration 
land, the woodland has developed to be very shady and with poor understory and herb 
layers, there is little current value to these woodlands and they are dominated by white 
poplar and cherry plum. The thinning of these species and planting of a more diverse 
species mix will enhance these woodlands.  
Importance 
 
Currently, although the woodland resource is one of the largest in the Manchester Borough 
and is integral to the connectivity of habitats to the south and east of Manchester. The range 
of tree and herbaceous plants found in the woodlands of compartment 6 is very low in 
comparison to the other woodlands at Highfield LNR and the woodlands are excessively 
shady and with large open areas below the canopy, broad-leaved helleborines are found 
nearby where the sun has reached the canopy floor, some coppicing has produced good 
numbers of these plants.  
 
Current Issues 
 
The woodland is developing well however is of an even age structure and of low species 
diversity. This has led to very dark shady woodlands with little or no shrub layer and few 
herbaceous species. This has meant that the area is underutilised by other bird and 
invertebrate species. As in all compartments, Japanese knotweed can be found in small 
pathches and should be controlled to prevent its further spread. 
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Habitat Management 
 
1. Woodland 
As these are some of the least species diverse woodlands on the Highfield LNR, there is an 
opportunity to thin these woodlands and add shrub species such as hazel and hawthorn.  
The enrichment of the ground layer should be planted with bluebells and wild garlic along 
with other woodland species found in the region. 
 
2. Coppice 
Cants will be selected to provide habitat continuity for species so that seed and invertebrates 
can move around the coppice system sequentially. A map and coppicing plan will be 
designed in year one of this plan. The aim of the coppicing is to develop a more diverse 
habitat structure coppicing of small cants (patches) of coppice 20 metres by 20 metres to be 
cut on a 15-year cycle allowing the ground flora to develop. The poles can be used on-site to 
secure the dead hedging around the grasslands of compartment 5. 
 
Access Management 
 
The main paths will continue to be maintained as currently organised on MCC contract. They 
will be maintained by regular path side cutting to encourage the use of these for recreation 
and the enjoyment of the site and to help prevent a network of desire lines from developing. 
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Compartment 7 
 

 
 
Description 
 
This compartment is a community-led pollinator project and education area led by the Bee 
Sanctuary Group. The area taken on by the community is poor quality rough ground and the 
work has produced a range of flower-rich meadows using a range of proprietary annual and 
perennial seeds. There are other community-led projects within this area such as pond 
creation and small demonstration beds 
 
Importance 
 
This area is giving the community the opportunity to lead on an area of development and try 
new and novel techniques, this is an opportunity that is rare in an urban context and some of 
the ideas could well inform other schemes.  
 
Current Issues 
 
The current project is run with great enthusiasm and ideas by the community. It gives the 
community valuable space to experiment and learn, make their own decisions and see what 
the results are, whilst bearing in mind that the site is owned and managed by Manchester 
City Council and work should be in accordance with the agreement. As in all compartments, 
Japanese knotweed can be found in small pathches and should be controlled to prevent its 
further spread. 
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Habitat Management 
 
1. Wildflower meadows 
Continue to develop a range of mini meadows for pollinators, using the available seed 
mixes, trying different cultivation techniques and management practices. A range of annual 
and perennial meadows to be grown to maximise the plant species over the year for bees 
and other pollinators. 
 
2. Grassland 
The meadow should be cut annually in August/September, this hay-style cut will maintain 
and encourage the finer grasses and wildflowers and prevent the coarser species from 
becoming dominant, the use of hand tools will be encouraged due to the size of the meadow 
rooms. The grass having been left for 2-4 days will be collected and removed from the 
grassland area and placed on the woodland edge in tidy compact piles as habitat piles for 
invertebrates such as beetles. 
 
3. Ponds 
Maintain the ponds, experimenting with the designs to maximise the benefits to a range of 
wildlife. 
 
4. Education 
Use this community-led resource to train and educate people from the local communities 
and encourage them to become involved in the wider site having learned some of the 
techniques and increased their knowledge on this accessible area, intensive inputs are 
required. 
 
Access Management 
 
The main paths will continue to be maintained as currently organised on MCC contract. They 
will be maintained by regular path edge  cutting to encourage the use of these for recreation 
and the enjoyment of the site and to help prevent a network of desire lines from developing. 
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The Whole Site. 
 

 
 
Description 
 
The Highfield LNR is set within the urban landscape and is of great local importance for 
wildlife and people within the local community. 
 
Importance 
 
The site is important for education, recreation, community access, and wildlife it sits within 
the Nature Recovery Network along the Mersey Valley. It has benefits for health and 
wellbeing and being a community hub. 
 
The wildlife in the area includes invertebrates and rare and scarce plants. 
 
Current Issues 
 
The current project is run with great enthusiasm and support from within the community At 
least two community groups currently have a focus on Highfield – the Friends group, and the 
Bee Sanctuary group. A practical volunteering group is also under development. Highfield 
LNR will benefit from these groups working closely together and alongside Manchester City 
Council. It gives the community valuable space to experiment and learn, take exercise and 
enjoy a rich wildlife experience, to continue to make the site as valuable as possible various 
activities across the whole site will be needed. 
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Wider Projects 
 
1. Interpretation 
Working with Manchester City Council to develop interpretation on the site. 
  
2. Maintenance of infrastructure and the estate. 
Assist the site owners, Manchester City Council to maintain the entrance infrastructure 
including gates and fence along with the estate furniture including picnic benches and other 
equipment. 
 
Maintain the paths and bridges in a safe and usable condition taking into account that paths 
are main trails, intermediate and desire lines the quality of these will be different.  
Check that tree safety is monitored especially near paths and access area. 
 
3. Fundraising 
Continue to raise funds to manage the Local Nature Reserve by working with Manchester 
City Council and other partners along with the community. This will involve prioritising the 
funding to an area of agreed work by all stakeholder groups. 
 
4. Education 
Use this community-led resource to train and educate people from the local communities 
and encourage them to become involved in the wider site having learned some of the 
techniques and increased their knowledge on this accessible area, intensive inputs are 
required. Also Forest School areas for children from local schools. 
 
5. Liaison with Manchester Council and other interested parties. 
Liaison meetings between Manchester City Council and the community active on the site to 
ensure a cohesive strategy of management for the LNR. 
 
6. Access Management 
The main paths will continue to be maintained as currently organised on MCC contract. They 
will be maintained by regular path edge  cutting to encourage the use of these for recreation 
and the enjoyment of the site and to help prevent a network of desire lines from developing. 
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Techniques for coppicing 

Clearing the work area 

Clear any shrubs, herbaceous growth, and dead timber that might hinder safe working. 
Watch out for stones, glass and tin cans that can ruin a saw. 

Leave the stumps and roots intact so that they will resprout. 

Felling coppice regrowth 

Look carefully at the tree to decide which way to fell the individual stems. 

Bear in mind: 

 Lean and likely direction of fall. 
 Ease of cutting at the base. 
 Intertwining tops. 
 Space to drop the stems. 
 Size of stem. 
 Wind strength and direction. 
 Escape routes. 
 Time spent on this will save problems and avoid accidents. 

Remove any young growth around the outside of the stool. Cut as close to the ground as 
possible. 

Make certain that other people are at least twice the distance of the height of the stems you 
are about fell. Post a lookout and stop felling if people approach. 

Stems up to 8cm in diameter can be cut straight through. Support the weight of the stem with 
one hand whilst sawing with the other. 

Stems up to 15cm diameter should be undercut on the front (side facing the direction of fall) 
before being cut through from behind. 

 
On larger stems, cut a felling sink in the front.  

https://www.conservationhandbooks.com/woodlands/felling-clearing-and-extraction/felling-small-trees-with-hand-tools/
https://www.conservationhandbooks.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Woodlands_Page_080_Image_0004.jpg
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Cut an angle of 30-45 degrees from the horizontal, or trim the stump to this afterward. It is 
important that the bark is left intact and tight to the wood. 

Leave a stump 10-20cm high. In cases where it has been coppiced before and there is a lot 
of regrowth, it is easier to cut higher than this, where the stems are more separate and the 
weight is less, and to trim the stump afterwards. 

 
During the early stages, many trees will get hung up. To untangle these, lift the butt and pull 
it briskly away. If the tree is too heavy to lift, seek someone with more experience to bring 
the tree down safely. 

Deal with hung-up trees immediately – never leave them. Don’t let anyone walk underneath 
the tree until you have dealt with it. 

  

https://www.conservationhandbooks.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Woodlands_Page_106_Image_0002.jpg
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Techniques For Dead hedging  

Dead hedging: wildlife friendly and people guiding. 

Dead hedges are piles of branches and twigs arranged to form a barrier which are 
increasingly used as a way to dispose of the material that arises from thinning or clearing 
operations in woodlands. Tree surgeons call this waste material of saplings and side 
branches "arisings" whereas foresters tend to call it "lop and top". Using surplus branches in 
this way is good for wildlife - especially for small mammals and birds - because it gives them 
somewhere to shelter that is protected from predators and from the wind and rain. It's also 
good for insects: dead hedges in effect create a linear eco-pile. Dead hedging is a useful 
way of guiding the public to stay on public footpaths and to discourage people from walking 
across sensitive areas of woodland. In many situations, the dead hedge needs to have gaps 
left in it for deer paths and for managers and owners to get around the woodland. 

The idea is that the material in the dead hedge will rot away in ways that are good for 
ecosystems but this takes quite a few years as the branches are largely off the ground - it is 
becoming quite common to keep a dead hedge maintained by regularly putting more foliage 
and saplings on top. When constructing one of these barrier hedges you soon realise just 
how useful it is to build it very near to where the branches are, as an enormous amount of 
time and energy can be taken up in moving branches around your woodland. Depending on 
the site, the alternatives to creating a dead hedge are often unattractive - smelly bonfires, 
carting material off-site or leaving a forest-floor that is impenetrable by foot. 

Dead hedging is also a very useful activity for volunteer groups in woodlands because the 
activities involved are fairly safe - hand cutting of small diameter branches and arranging 
these into piles. Such projects have a clear purpose but also a very visible result so 
volunteers feel they have achieved something useful in building a dead hedge. Brambles 
that have been cut can also be put on top but often the dead hedge becomes a latticework 
which will be colonised by brambles that are very much alive - much depends on how much 
light there is and whether brambles are already established in that part of the woodland. 

  



HIGHFIELD LNR MANAGEMENT PLAN 2022-2026 

 

 35 

Hand Cutting Grass as hay for Conservation 
 
Hand cutting will allow grass to be cut in hay areas where a tractor cannot work such as 
small Meadow rooms.  
Cutting by hand is more sustainable.  
All you need is a scythe or brushcutter, sharpening stone, rake, pitchfork, and time. 
 
Choosing Tools 
Scythe or Brushcutter 
There are a variety of scythes available. An Austrian scytheis light and easier to use than an 
English scythe which traditionally has long, heavy, and curved wooden handles. Many 
dealers carry different makes and models. A brushcutter could be used by trained operators. 
 
Rake 
Any rake will really do, garden rakes are fine however consider buying or making a hay rake. 
Hay rakes traditionally prongs that are spaced farther apart and are blunt so that don’t catch 
and get tangled in the hay. They are typically made of wood.  
 
Hay fork 
Traditional hay forks are two or three-pronged and have handles up to 8 feet or more to 
enable you to throw hay high onto a pile  
 
How to Cut 
Cutting Hay 
Learning how to use a scythe is easier to see than explain (Youtube will help here) but you 
swing the blade parallel to the ground in an arc. Follow the swing backwards to right any 
grass that has been knocked over but not cut. It is easiest to cut a small amount at a time 
and you should make sure to stand straight rather than bending over as you swing. 
 
You will also be much more efficient if you sharpen your scythe with a whetstone regularly. 
How often really depends on the grass, your scythe, and how much you cut with each swing 
but once you try it a few times you’ll be able to tell when your blade is getting dull. 
It’s helpful to have a friend helping while you cut they can follow along and rake the hay you 
cut into a windrow. Then you can switch off. Cutting hay with a scythe is a lot more tiring 
than you’d probably imagine. 
 
Drying 
Leave the hay in windrows for a day then go back and flip your windrows over and leave 
them for another day to ensure all your hay is dry this will release the wildflower seed back 
into the meadow. 
 
Times may be different depending on the humidity and how sunny it is. This is why it’s very 
important that you cut your hay with at least a few days of nice weather ahead. 
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Thinning and Selective felling 
 
Assumes selection to favour native broadleaf trees with beneficial features e.g. in-tree 
deadwood. 
 
Thinning in plantation woodland is required to effectively generate native type woodland with 
a mixture of structure and tree ages with canopy species and heathy shrub and ground herb 
layers. As canopy trees develop, the shade will reduce understorey. 
 
Selective thinning to incrementally increase crowns 
Retain at least 75% canopy cover (to limit thicket regenerations) 
Select for larger crown potential 
Retain standing deadwood & trees with snags 
Retain potential replacement trees (c 10/ha where they occur) 
 
Open up the canopy enough to facilitate crown development and increase the light levels 
that restrict understory growth and aid the structure required by characteristic bird 
assemblages. Ensure some slow-growing and twisted trees are maintained for lichens and 
mosses and create some small glades to allow more light penetration in areas close to these 
trees. 
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Pond restoration and management 
 
A pond in good health is an incredibly rich and varied habitat for wildlife. When the 
environmental conditions are right, an array of different plant species grow in abundance, 
creating a spectrum of aquatic zones for a myriad of different creatures to flourish. 
 
Diagnosing problems 
The condition or health of a pond can be affected by a number of factors. Water can become 
murky or smell foul, become shaded by surrounding trees or shrubs, or get taken over by 
invasive emergent vegetation, which effectively dries out the open water. The primary 
indicator of pond health is an abundance of underwater vegetation composed of several 
different plant species 
 
Nutrient build-up 
Excess nutrients can cause imbalances in a pond. Good indicators of high nutrient status or 
a pond in poor health might be dominance by algae, duckweed or simply, rotting, oozing 
black mud with no plant growth. 
 
Algae 
There are many different types and species of algae which tend to present seasonal 
problems, depending on the pond type, but all indicate enriched water. Less than 5% algal is 
ideal 
 
Duckweed 
Duckweeds have their place in healthy well-balanced ponds. However, where they 
dominate, they tend to indicate heavily silted ponds or those with very deep leaf litter.  
Sources of problems and nutrient build-up 
 
Try and avoid the temptation of tackling the symptom and ignoring the cause. excess algae, 
or duckweed, is a sign that the system is not working it is important to establish how the 
nutrients that caused the problem built up and prevent a reoccurrence.  
 
Trees 
Shading reduces available light for plant growth and makes the pond surroundings a colder 
habitat, making it a less attractive site for creatures such as frogs. As a guide, problems tend 
to occur if more than 20% of the southern side of the pond is overshadowed by trees, or if 
more than 50% of the total pond edge is overshadowed. 
 
Trees add to the nutrients in the pond, especially tannins released from rotting dead leaves 
which acidify pond water – some species, such as oak and sycamore, have an adverse 
effect on the quality of the water than fine-leaved species such as willow. 
 
Pond restoration 
Manage trees and shrubs to maintain an open and sunny pond, keep 90% of the pond 
edges open and sunny to allow plenty of sun into the pond, and for emergent plants such as 
water mint to grow in the shallow margins of the pond. 
 
Avoid felling or removing old, historically important or landscape feature trees to open up a 
pond. It is better to concentrate efforts on another nearby pond than to harm an ancient tree. 
Alternatively ,consider pruning just a few lower branches that cast the most shade tree 
remains. 
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Coppicing pond margins in late winter could be done on a rotation of several years around 
the ponds to ensure there is always some shrub growth, but on a small pond, the edges may 
need flailing every other year to keep the pond open and minimise leaf litter. 
 
 

SAFETY ON PRACTICAL WORK PARTIES 
 
 

1. Introduction 
 
Practical conservation work should be carried out as safely as possible. Not only will this 
reduce the risks of accidents or illness, but also enable the group to work more effectively.   
This Health and Safety note serves as an introduction to all aspects of safe working 
practice during practical work. It can be used as a starting point from which to find out more 
about the health, safety and welfare of the work. More detail is provided throughout the 
Health and Safety file. 
 
Everyone in a work party has a responsibility for safety. Project managers and leaders must 
ensure that safety is taken seriously, and leaders must be adequately trained. Volunteers 
must be made aware of the need to act responsibly, as individuals can be personally liable 
for unsafe working practices. 
 
2. Project safety 
 

A) Before the day of the project 
 
There are several safety points to consider before the day of the work: 
 
Inherent hazards 
 
These are hazards already found on the site and may include underground cables and 
drains, concealed holes, difficult access, inclement conditions, dangerous litter, steep banks 
etc. These should be recorded on a site survey form and used in the Risk Assessment for 
the work. 
 
Points of access should be noted, together with the locations of the nearest telephone and 
Accident and Emergency department in case of emergencies. This should also be recorded 
on the Risk Assessment. 
 
Risk Assessment 
 
A full Risk Assessment should be carried out for the work. This should identify hazards 
specific to the site, the type of work, and the required precautions needed to reduce these 
risks to an acceptable level. A copy of this Risk Assessment should be read by the task 
leader, ideally before the day of the work, so that they can plan the required training, tool 
and site safety talk, and personal protective equipment (PPE). 
 
Volunteer Information 
 
An awareness of the capacity of the people to be involved in the task is essential to good 
planning. Information gained prior to the task will save time, reduce risk and greatly enhance 
work quality and people’s enjoyment. If your participants are regular volunteers, a simple 
questionnaire (see Appendix 1) should be used to gather important information prior to their 
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first task.  This welfare information can be taken to each task for quick reference in case 
there is a problem.  Be aware that this information is confidential and should be kept secure. 
 

B) Day of the project 
 
Risk Assessment 
 
This needs checking to ensure conditions have not changed since it was written. If they 
have, write a local review as detailed in Health and Safety Note 1, and ensure the leader has 
a copy. 
 
Work Party Leader’s Responsibilities 
 
All parties must have a leader. The work party leader is responsible for the safety of a work 
party. In addition to overseeing the on-site implementation of the Risk Assessment and 
Trust’s Health and Safety Policy, they should also make sure that:- 
 
(a) If the participants are volunteers, they should fill out a simple register providing 

emergency contact details etc. prior to starting work. They should declare to the 
leader any issues that may affect their ability to undertake the task. (see Appendix 2 
for a recommended form). 

 
(b) All leaders are aware of and have read the risk assessment and health and safety 

policy and workers have received instruction on the task being undertaken; 
 
(c) The appropriate Risk Assessment is available; 
 
(d) The location of the nearest telephone and hospital with accident and emergency unit 

(including opening times) are known to all the workers and included on the Risk 
Assessment. A mobile phone, phonecard or coins should be made available to the 
leader for any emergency calls. 

 
(e) The first aid kit is at the work site and complete, and its location known to all workers; 
 
(f) There is a trained First Aider on the site  

 
 

(g) Members of the work party are aware of the dangers of the tools they are using and 
the correct methods of carrying and using them. The required personal protective 
equipment is available;  

 
(h) All workers keep a safe distance from each other; 
 
(i) Make sure that all equipment to be used is in a safe and functional condition; 
 
(j) No children under five take part in work parties. Children between five and eight will 

be supervised by one adult to each child. Children between eight and fourteen should 
only use an edged tool (including spades) with supervision and at the leader’s 
discretion  
 

(k) No alcohol or illegal drugs are consumed or used during work parties; 
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(l) Anyone acting in a manner likely to endanger themselves or others is stopped from 
doing so. 

 
The leader should also:- 
 
(a) Delegate his/her responsibility to a deputy if at any time he/she cannot ensure proper 

supervision of the group, e.g. when using a chainsaw or other demanding equipment 
or if the group is split between different work areas; 

 
(b) Remember that accidents are more likely to happen when people are tired and 

therefore allow adequate breaks, especially for vulnerable groups (e.g. children; 
people new to volunteering) 

 
(c) Be aware of any medical problem workers may have, e.g. epilepsy, diabetes, 

allergies or a course of prescribed drugs that may make the individual drowsy or less 
alert. Anyone so affected should not be allowed to use powered tools. Ideally new 
volunteers should fill in a form detailing next of kin details and any medical conditions 
that may affect their work (See Appendix 1).  
NB – these details should be kept confidential (i.e. only available to the leaders, and 
staff involved in any emergency contact procedures). 

 
TOOLS 
 
To ensure safety on a project it is very important to ensure tools are carried, used, and 
maintained correctly. The following lists summarise safe working practices. For further 
details.  
 
Carrying 
 

 Never carry more tools than you can comfortably manage. 

 Carry correctly to avoid damage to your back  

 Always carry tools at your side, with the working end facing forwards. Ensure that points 
and blades face towards the ground. 

 Never carry tools over your shoulder – a fall could then lead to serious head injury. 

 Always keep a good distance between yourself and others when carrying. 

 When not in use tools should generally be laid flat on the ground. Spades, shovels, forks, 
and rakes should be placed with points downwards, to prevent the tool from flying up if 
trodden on. 

 
Working with tools 
 

 Always use tools correctly and use the correct tool for the job 

 Be aware of people around you, and always work at a safe distance (when swinging 
tools this is twice the length of your tool and arm combined) 

 Never wear gloves when swinging tools as your hands give a much better grip (e.g. 
hammers, slashers, and billhooks). Protect the other hand with a glove if necessary.  

 In wet conditions assess if it is still safe to use swinging tools. 

 Never use a tool that is damaged, or has a loose head. 
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 Certain tools can only be used by trained operators (e.g. Chainsaw and brushcutter). 
When they are being used keep at least 10 metres away from the operator. If you need 
to get their attention keep well away and shout. 

 
Maintenance 
 

 A well-maintained tool is safer, lasts longer, and is easier to use. 

 Make sure tools are clean and rust-free. Ensure blades are sharp and heads are secure. 

 Handles should be free of splinters. 

 Tools needing repair should be kept separate, and clearly marked. 
 
For further details on tools storage and maintenance see BTCV’s ‘Toolcare – a maintenance 
and workshop manual’. 
 
MATERIALS 
 
Try and arrange for the delivery of materials to be as close to the site as possible, and aim to 
minimise the manual handling of heavy items. 
 
Provide lifting or carrying aids (e.g. wheelbarrows) whenever possible. 
 
Carry out safe manual handling at all times. 
 
 
PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT (PPE) 
 
Always wear strong boots, preferably steel toe capped boots  
 
Ensure all participants are wearing the correct PPE for the work . 
 
CHEMICALS 
 
If the use of pesticides or chemicals is absolutely essential on a site, they must only 
be handled and used by professionally qualified people. 
 
 
OTHER HEALTH HAZARDS 
 
A wide variety of occupational hazards occur when carrying out practical conservation work 
There are also other hazards particularly relevant to practical work:- 
 
Hypothermia 
This is an abnormally low body temperature induced by exposure to cold and wet weather. It 
can be avoided by not allowing people to get too cold, so avoid exposed sites and projects in 
the cold when there is not much activity to keep the body warm. First Aiders are trained to 
recognise the symptoms – if it occurs, wrap the person up for all-over warmth, leave the site 
and seek medical assistance.  
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Heat exhaustion 
This includes sunstroke, but it does not necessarily have to be sunny for someone to suffer 
heat exhaustion. Symptoms may occur several days after the initial problem. Move the 
sufferer to the shade, and provide First Aid. 
 
Sunburn 
This is becoming increasingly serious, even in Lancashire! It often occurs unknowingly to 
those with skin exposed on dull days that are cool or feel so due to the wind. Avoid the 
problem by being sensible. Wear a hat, long-sleeved clothing, and a high protection factor 
suncream. If sunburn does occur, cool the area with water. Don’t burst blisters. 
 
Drugs and Drink 
(a) No alcohol will be consumed or used whilst working for the Trust. If a work party leader 

has reason to believe that an individual is intoxicated, he/she will disbar that individual 
from taking part in the work party. 

(b) Anyone taking medication of any kind must inform the work party leader before starting 
work. If the leader suspects the medication may affect the safe performance of the task, 
he/she will restrict the work the individual is allowed to undertake or may disbar them 
from taking part in the work party. 

(c) Any person under the influence of illegal drugs will not carry out work for the Trust. 
 
Electricity cables/underground services 
a) Particular care must be exercised when working near power cables when using tipping 

trailers or metal ladders. 
b) No tree felling will be done closer to overhead cables than a distance equal to two tree 

lengths. 
c) If it is necessary to work close to power lines, the electricity company must be consulted 

before work commences. 
d) Before commencing excavation (including tree planting) in any area where there may be 

underground services (gas, electricity or telephone cables), the person responsible for 
the work must consult appropriate plans and/or the bodies responsible for such services. 
This applies to all work carried out in urban areas.  Allow several weeks to undertake the 
necessary consultations prior to starting work. 

 
Washing facilities 
 
A supply of clean water, soap, and a towel should be available at the site of work. If this is 
impracticable, an adequate supply of waterless hand cleaner and towels should be carried. 
 

C) After the project 
 
At the end of a day’s work, or on the completion of a project, the site must be left in a safe 
condition to ensure members of the public are not at any risk. This includes fires on site  
If the site cannot be left in a safe condition it must be cordoned off until the work is 
completed safely. 
 
3. Public Safety 
 
When a work party is in progress in a location where the public may encounter it, work party 
signs informing members of the public of any work presenting other than a minimal hazard 
should be used. All work parties should have at least one sign, but more if there is more than 
one access point onto the site. The signs must conform to the current British Safety 
Standards. 
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If there is a risk to members of the public from operations such as felling, coppicing, clearing 
large scrub or using pesticides, then a mandatory exclusion sign must be used. Even when 
using signs, members of the public sometimes ignore them, so, when felling alongside or 
over a path, lookouts should be posted to stop anyone from wandering into a danger zone, 
or paths should be re-routed (Rights of Way Authority consent may be required for 
diversions). 
 
4. Working alone 
 
It is difficult to lay down hard and fast rules governing these circumstances, but the following 
should be kept in mind: 
 

 Only in very special circumstances should staff or volunteers work alone.  

 If it is unavoidable they must have transport available to them and preferably access to a 
portable phone or radio. 

 It may be advisable to issue personal alarms, particularly in more urban areas. 

 The person working alone should leave their plans with a designated contact and report 
back at the end of the day. If they do not report back the contact should start an agreed 
emergency procedure. 
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7. WORK PLAN 
 

Task Year 

      

Record breeding bird infomation x x x x x 

Record amphibians  x x x x 

Record aquatic invertebrates  x x x x 

      

Record data, Lepidoptera   x x x 

Record data, Odonata   x x x 

Record data, terrestrial invertebrates  x x x x 

      

Record data, vegetation x  x  x 

Record data, trees/scrub; monitor 
colonisation 

x  x  x 

      

Monitor hydrology of site; assess need 
for water control 

 x  x x 

      

Record data on the historical timeline of 
the site 

x x x   

      

Manage heritage, invasive species 
control 

 x x   

      

Manage hedgerow by planting x x    

Manage hedgerow by trimming     x 

      

Manage natural regeneration woodland, 
planting 

 x x x  

      

Manage natural regeneration woodland, 
tree thinning 

 x  x  

Manage habitat for avian fauna      

Manage plantation woodland, planting  x x  x 

Manage plantation woodland, tree 
thinning 

 x x x x 

Manage by coppicing x x x x x 

      

Manage grassland by selective mowing x x x x x 

Manage for bees x x x x x 

      

Manage fen, scrub control  x x x x 

Manage ponds, erosion control   x x x 

      

Manage ponds, de-silting investigation  x x x x 

      

Record heritage data, site features x x    
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Record heritage data, timeline 
information 

x x    

      

Develop path network x x x x x 

Provide interpretative material, boards  x x   

Provide interpretative material, booklets   x x  

      

Inform visitors, educational material x x x x x 

Inform visitors, fieldwork x x x x x 

      

Budget preparation and administration x x x x x 

Funding opportunities x x x x x 

      

Work with local community group x x x x x 

Supervise volunteers x x x x x 

Liaise with neighbours and landowners  
 

x x x x 

      

      

Comply with all legal obligations, PPE x x x x x 

Comply with all legal obligations, comply 
with Health and Safety at Work Act 

x x x x x 

Risk assessments x x x x x 

Implement inspection, site safety x x x x x 

      

Estate fabric, litter removal x x x x x 

Maintain site boundaries, path surfaces   x x x 

Keep paths free of vegetation  x x x x 

      

Review management plan     x 

Keep management and event data x x x x x 
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Highfield LNR  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Common name Scientific name  
  
Sorrel Rumex acetosa 
Weld Reseda luteola 
Whitebeam Sorbus aria 
Perforate St Johns wort  Hypericum perforatum 
Hawthorn Crategus monogyna 
Bracken Pteridium aquilinum 
Bramble Rubus fruticosus agg 
Ribbed melilot Melilotus officinalis 
Black medick Medicago lulina 
Rosebay willow herb Epilobium angustifolium 
Common centaury Centaurium erythraea 
Foxglove Digitalis purpurea 
Red bartsia Odontites verna 
Ragwort Senecio jacobaea 
Oxeye daisy Leucanthemum vulgare 
Mugwort Artemisia vulgaris 
Coltsfoot Tussilago farfara 
Spear thistle Cirisium vulgare 
Greater dandelion Taraxacum agg 
Smooth hawk weed Hieracium agg 
Rowan Sorbus acuparia 
Ash Fraxinus excelsior 
Shield fern Polystichum setiferum 
Downy Rose  Rosa tomentosa 
False oat grass Arrhenatherum elatius 
Creeping Bent Agrostis stolonifera 
Yorkshire fog 
 
 

Holcus mollis 
 
 

Species list (trees)  
  
Common name Scientific  name 
  
Common Alder Alnus glutinosa 
Oak Quercus rubra 
Silver Birch Betula pendula 
Grey Willow Salix cinerea 
Goat Willow Salix caprea 
White willow Salix alba 
Poplars Populus 
White Poplar Populus alba 
Rowan Sorbus acuparia  
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Wild Cherry Prunus avium 
Elder Sambucas nigra 
Holly Ilex aquifolium 
Field Maple Acer campestre 
Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus 

 
 
  
  

Fauna 
Ringlet   
Meadow brown butterfly   
Gatekeeper butterfly                                                             
Peacock butterfly    
Speckled wood butterfly   
Common darter dragonfly 
Common field grasshopper   
   

 
 
 
 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

 
 
 
 


